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12th January 2018 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

I wish you all Happy New Year and welcome you back to the Lent term. The staff and I would like to thank 

you for the many thoughtful gifts and cards we received at the end of last term, they were all appreciated. 

 

I extend a very warm welcome to new parents and look forward to getting to know you in the coming weeks. 

 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Shopping Event  

A huge ‘thank you’ must go to all parents and carers who contributed gifts for this event.  The children in 

Years 3 and 4 were very excited on the day and enjoyed choosing presents for their family. Thank you, to 

all the parents who helped with this very popular event. 

 

Childline Donation 

Following the Prep Christmas service last term, the retiring collection, combined with the Christmas card 

donations, raised £496.70 for Childline.  Thank you to everyone for your generosity in helping to support 

us in, what has become, our traditional charity fundraiser at the end of the Michaelmas term.  

 

Festive Jumper Day 

We are pleased to inform you the children raised £406.94 for Save the Children. Thank you very much for 

your support with this 

 

Staff News 

I am delighted to inform you that Ms Mimberg had a baby boy just before Christmas.  

 

Gap Students 

We have been joined by the new Australian Gap students, Jack McCathie and Josh Dowrick, who will be 

working in the Prep School.  If you see them in School please say hello and introduce yourselves; they are 

all a long way from home. 

 

School Music Success 

Many congratulations to the following pupils for passing their recent ABRSM Music exams in school. 

Learning to play a musical instrument requires hard work and commitment but is such an important aspect 

of a child’s education and development as well as being great fun. 

 

Name Instrument Grade 

Ava Colley Piano 1 

Luciana Meadows Piano 1 

Jessica Fleming  Flute 1 

Teah Petrova Piano 1 

Madeline Shorrock Piano 1 

Isla Goold  Singing 1 
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Henry Wiggins  Violin 2 

Henry Hoare Trombone 3 

Gabriel Brown  Singing 4 

Luciana Meadows Clarinet 4 

Eleanor Boardman Oboe 5 

 

 

Bant Mill Road & Old Station Road 

The Preparatory School is situated within a residential area; therefore, please drive slowly and 

considerately along Bant Mill Road and Old Station Road. I regularly meet with the local residents during 

PACT meetings and they do comment about speeding cars, drivers not allowing them to easily back off 

their drives, cars mounting pavements rather than waiting patiently and a general lack of thought. In order 

to maintain a positive relationship with our neighbours I do request that all parents drive with due courtesy 

and consideration. Thank you. 

 

Illness and medication 

If you have cause to give your child medicine before school please would you ensure that you always inform 

Mrs Taylor so that we know how many doses a child may have had, in case we need to administer any 

further medication in school.  

 

Saturday Activities 

There are no activities this Saturday due to Entrance Testing Day or Saturday 20th January due to Year 5 

Parents’ consultations. 

 

Coats 

Please can you ensure that all children have their regulation school coat with them each day.  The weather 

is not only chilly but is also very wet and we have no facility for drying sodden uniform. I have been 

astonished to see many children arriving at school without a coat and in some instances without a jumper 

either. Although most children arrive by car there are many times during the day when they are outside 

and need a coat. This is particularly true at lunchtime when the pupils in Years 7 and 8 walk across to the 

Senior School. Coats may be purchased from the School Shop. Pupils in Years 7 and 8 are permitted to 

wear the Senior School reefer style coats. Regulation telescopic umbrellas may also be purchased from 

the School Shop but the golf style umbrellas are not allowed to be used at the Prep School. 

 

Forest School and Gardening Club 

As the weather is unpredictable at the moment please ensure that your child has suitable footwear and 

clothing for these activities. Thank you Mrs Dakin. 

 

Art 

Year 5 have their exciting art trip to the Sealife Centre in Birmingham taking place on 15th January, Monday 

afternoon. The children will be drawing sea creatures from primary observation to inspire their pottery fish, 

which forms part of their current project.  

We will depart at 2pm and return by 5pm. Pupils must bring their regulation school coat in case of 

inclement weather.  The children do not require any money for this trip and are not permitted to take any 

electronic devices. 

 

Outward Bound Trip. 

Reminder – Mrs Webley needs replies from all Year 8 parents regarding the Outward Bound Trip please 

 

STEM courses for Year 8 - Nottingham University 

Nottingham University are running STEM courses for Year 8 pupils in the Easter holidays. The ignition 

course offers pupils the opportunity to be introduced to the world of engineering by working with experts 

from a range of industries, like Rolls Royce Aerospace, to a world-leading car manufacturer like Jaguar 
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Land Rover. Former Prep School pupils have attended this course and found it very interesting. All details 

can be found at this web site: https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/ 

 

Fine Diners 

Congratulations to this week’s Years 3 Fine Diners: Ben Conroy, Amina Muldasheva, Curtis Norton, Siena 

Ward, Monty Pritchard, Will Alekna 

 

Sport 

U13A Prep School Hockey  

The U13A boys’ hockey team had a fantastic start to the season on Wednesday at the annual Dean Close 

tournament. They lost the first match versus Dean Close 1 - 0; they defeated Warwick 1 – 0 in their next 

match, and repeated this feat against Millfield. The fourth match was against Queen’s College, Taunton 

that ended goalless; we then defeated Clifton College, Bristol 1-0 and subsequently came away as the 

Runners Up. Congratulations to the following boys: Henry Jones, Finley Shaylor, Rafferty Gallagher, 

Cameron Owen, Harry Draper-Barr, Robbie Bayliss, Archie Greaves-Hall, Jack Warner, Billy Mcdonough, 

George Lamb, Louis Upton, Henry Jinks, William Brown, Toby Lewis and Alex Holroyd. 

 

Girls 

On Wednesday, the girls played their first netball matches of the season. The Juniors played a friendly 

triangular tournament in the Arena against King’s St Albans and Kings Worcester. We had one draw and 

three losses in the U10s and the U11s won all four matches. The U11C and U10C played Foremarke’s A 

teams and they both lost. The senior teams also played Foremarke. Our U13As and U13Bs were playing 

Foremarke’s 1st and 2nd teams and both lost. Our U13Cs won 15 – 11. The U12As won 24 – 6, U12Bs won 

6 – 1 and the U12Cs also won 5 – 1. Well done to everybody involved – a great start to the netball term.  

 

Gum shields 

Mr Jones has asked me to remind all parents to check on the quality and condition of their child’s gum 

shields for rugby and hockey. They need to be in good condition and must be replaced if necessary. 

 

Pupil news 

Congratulations to Eleanor Boardman (Year 8), who has received a formal invitation to join the National 

Scout and Guide Symphony Orchestra this summer, playing oboe with around one hundred other young 

people from across the UK. Eleanor will be attending a weeklong residential course and playing in two big 

concerts in Birmingham.  This is a great achievement. 

 

Many congratulations to Farah Croce (Year 4) on winning a LTA tournament in Stratford over the holidays; 

a super achievement.  

 

Congratulations also to Scarlet Preston, who was invited by England Squash to participate in the Dunlop 

British Junior Open, the biggest squash tournament for juniors in the world, which was held in Birmingham 

this year. Scarlet played matches against girls from England as well as Egypt and Singapore. Scarlet trained 

at Birmingham University just before Christmas to prepare herself and played matches over a five days 

period at The Priory Club in Birmingham. A wonderful experience. 

 

Lost property 

Olivia Slater – blue school jumper 

George Christodoulou: fleece and tracksuit bottoms 

Rufus Parker – navy waterproof coat 

Lydia Greaves – cardigan 

James Hoare - rugby sock 

Daniel Vassell has a pair of shoes that do not match. He thinks that the shoe swap happened during the 

Y7 and Y8 swimming gala at the end of term. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Jacqui Deval-Reed 


